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OFFENDER

By BRUCE BAILEY

)

" law was enacted, New Jersey is taking posi-

- problem in New Jersey.:: ... ) .
as allocated $12 °

tive steps to implement the therapeutic

MThe -Assembly last week- ordered a full

- feview of ‘the state’s laws on sex offenders -
- and will put a six-member “legislative com-

mission to work on .the probe.

G model ey offender -
law was enacted, Jersey is-..
iniplementing its therapeutic

. recommendations upon which the statute was
| drafted. -

:Assemblyman -Vito . Albanese -(D-Bergen), . -
| ong of the ‘chief proponents -of the: study,
pointed out sex offenders are- still -a.major -

+Gov. Richard J. Hughes h

- million {4 the State Departnient of Institutions
- and Agencies in his 1966 fiscal budget and -
| $800,000 will be used to establish a one-purpose

- lowéd to be all but forgatten..

diagnostic center to care for-sex offenders. -

. +Through the years, the establishment of
such & centér - -as recommended by the com-
mittee of the ‘Legislature which designed the
niuch-lauded $ex offender statute — was als

~‘Late in 1984, Hughes expressed misgivings
about the sex offender law and in accord with

_ Lloyd W. McCorkle, commissioner of institu-

tions and agencies, declared all persons’

charged with sex offenses would be cared for

in one hospital. ‘ S :
» *. * * .. .

‘fecommendations -

_ {or sentencing to prison.
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Sixteen years after a “model” sex offender offenders be sent 10 2 diagnostic ‘center for.

testing. If they are found to be suffering from
compulsive mental disorders which can be .
treated, they are hospitalized. - = .
.. Otherwise, they are returned fo the courts
** “The law is sound, but the lack-of a central -
hospital for the sex offenders means that those
tested at Menlo Park and deemed in need of
hospitalization are shunted off fo state mental

- - hospitals such as Greystone and Marlboro, . .~

"4dn the last five years.
-+ This defeated the therapeutic

- Onee hospitalized,” the‘offenders ‘are practl- -
cally allowed-to fend for themselves, establish '
their own “open door” policies and in general~
become a thorn in the side of hospital adminis- .
trators, according to grand jury presentments

reasoiiing be--

.:hind the. scx offender law, but-the governor

“feels that will be rectified now that ‘all persons

- - charged.. with -sex crimes will ‘be. screened

s it needgd.

- “Department of Institutions and Agencies, that.
" is a.difficult question to answer. . - 1

- },Grand jury criticism, particularly in Mor- .
_ ris County, of lax supervision of sex offenders.
confinied to various state hospitals has spurred

members of the Legislature and private citi~ .
zen committees to - support -the governor’s

staﬂnd." B S T . e
“‘Menlo Park Diagnostic Center will receive ;"

: the $800,000 for conversion into a one-purpose
~ hospital to test and treat sex offenders.

-
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“-Dr. Ralph Brancale; director of the center, .-

said- the money would be used to add hospital -
_ facilities ‘and tighten security precautions. -
» McCorkle, former warden of Trenton State
-Prison, said work on the conversion will begin

as soon as children at the center dre

phased
out to another institution. - T
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" Just what is the sex offender law which re-..
».. ceived

“widespread ' publicity . upon its enact-

"Actu

. ton State Prison or Rahway Prison Farm, is
. determined by the repetitive compulsion of his

ally, ‘the lawprovxdesthat . maléi:"af_e;‘;, ot

.. ment and psychological disturbances.”

“acts and whether, children. are fth‘e target for |

under one roof and kept there for treatment
»* * * ‘
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Are sex offenders suffering from an illness?
According to Dr. Brancale and his associ-
ates, including psychiatric consultants to the |

“Sex offenders are not suffering from what
the lay person might call an illness,” Dr. |.
Brancale said. “Rather, they suffer from a’
breakdown in the-accepted behavior pattern.

“This breakdown,” he declared, “‘may be
‘caused by many.reasons including ‘environ-
© At Menlo Park, staff personnel are’able to
weed out those who will benefit from hospital- |
ization and be restored to a sound mind from
the recalcitrant offender —. .the one who
proves resistant to handling or treatment. "}

SRV .

 'The recalcitrant oftender, who ﬁsﬁagly finds-
his.way to segregated cellblock areas in Tren-

*

+his offenses. : R ) i
" “These are definite signs of abnormality,” |
Dr. Brancale suggested, “‘and give grotinds-for |
determining whether the  offender .should be [,




put away from society.”
- Of those hospitalized, what are the poten-

tial dangers to society once they are released? -

Dr. Brancale said less than 10 per cent
ever repeat the sex offense for which they
were committed — “at least durmg the permd
- of superwsed parole Uiwom it
’ S *_.'* )

As for the “dan‘gerdusl" sex offender, Dr.
Brancale asserted only ‘‘a-very small percent-
age actually would attempt to harm a person
phystcally

“The danger of their eorruptmg chtldren o
_he said, “runs about 30 per cent.”

Once a rapport is estabhshed between the .

. staff at Menlo Park and -the offender, thera-
-;r‘peutle treatment can begm and t'ne patlent

can eventualty be restored to a useful life, Dr.
Brancale concluded.

Prosecutor Frank . C. Scerbo of Morris

County, who conducted a grand jury investi- -

gation into conditions .at Greystone Park in

Morristown, hailed the proposed one-purpose -

huspltal

* * *

Scerbo's investigation was touched ofl when
a young Wharton college coed was discovered
dead in her wrecked automobile shortly after
having a clandestine tryst with a sex offender
confined to Greystone.

Discussing the removal of sex offenders
from mental institutions such as Greystone to

the proposed unit at Menlo Park, Scerho said: -

“If the 1949 recommendations for such a

" center are'real:‘zed the law wedldthen be the
* closest—and best—answer to the sex o[-
fender problem. ’

‘

"“The law, as originally mtended has never

~ been fully lmplemented and it'is’ ‘difficult to
“understand why so many years passed before
-'pos1twe act:on ‘was taken.”

—

% * * .

“The sex offender law, though, could be fur-
ther strengthened, according to the head of -

" New Jersey's largest police department.
-~ Newark Police Director Dommlck A Spma )
*- recommends: i

e Police departments be nottfled immedi-
ately when a‘sex offender is reieased from ;
prison or.a hospital.

~ @ Sex -offenders be requt'red to register

~‘with police departments as do narcotics ad-

dle.S
® Sex offenders be requu’ed to return to

_ Menlo Park periodically for examinations.

" “I realize the courts and the Legislature
would take issue with me and accuse me of
placing an unwarranted stigma upon sex of-
fenders,”. Spina declared, ‘“but, too often, I
feel the individual is bemg protected at the
expense of society.”

“The Legislature’ and the Courts couldn't

" begin to understand the manpower and the
work that follows a sex crime until the of-
“fender is apprehended.” -

**_-*

Spina said closer pohce ‘supervision of
known offenders, made possible by their being
required to register, would reduce the number :

* of sex crimes. " -

“I know of -two murders in’ Newark "and
several rapes that would have been prevented

if this requirement weére made part of the
law.” he added

Whether or not the sex offendcr law will

-be revised is a moot point at this time, bul

providing state funds and facilities to carry
out the law to the fullest is a definite 1966 goal
for the Hughes Administration.
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* law was enacted, New Jersey is taking posi-
tive steps to implement the therapeutic
recommendations upon which the statute was
drafted. = . . .. -
. -,'!‘he Assembly  last week ordered  a full
review of ‘the state’s laws on sex offenders

. and will put a six-member "legislative com-

. mission to work -on the probe.

By BRUCE BAILEY

Sixteen years ater a “model” sex offender offenders be sent Lo .‘éf diagnosiic center for

testing. If they are found o be suffering from

compulsive mental disorders which can bé .

treated, they are hospitalized. - . =~ = = .
. Otherwise, they are returned to the courts

. {or sententing to prison.

~7Assemblyman " Vito - Albanese -(D-Bergen), - .

ong of the ‘chief proponents :of the study,

:‘ problem in New Jersey.:.. .

-:Gov. Richard J. Hughes has allocated $12

. million {d the State Department of Institutions
' and Agencies in his 1966 fiscal budget and
| $300,000 will be used to establish a one-purpose
diagnostic center to care for sex offenders.
_ #Through ‘the years, the .establishment of
- ‘sitch &-center — -as recommended by the com-

mittee of the Legislature which designed the -

nhich-lauded 8éx_offender’ statute — was al; under one roof and kept there for treatment”
. lowéd fo be all but forgotten,. . .. . ifmeeded. . ep Looane
-‘Late in 1954, Hughes expressed misgivings = T e o SN

about the sex offender law and in accord with
. Lloyd W. McCorkle, commissioner of institu-
tions and agencies, declared all persons’
charged with sex offenses would be cared for
in one hospital. :

%* * ®

: :fGréud jury criticism, particularly in Mor-

_ ris County, of lax supervision of sex offenders

“ - Just what is the Qéxo;fen‘&érxlasv.{w
.. ‘ceived . widespread publicity . upon its
: '.(m'ent?. i S N

confified to various state hospitals has spurred -
members of the Legislature and private citi- .

ze committees- to - support the governor’s.
stand. - . . : .

“Menlo Park biaghdsiig: .C‘e'nfer'will récéiyé

- trators, according to grand jury
4n the last five years. :

"is a difficult question to answer.

.. ment and psychological disturbances.”

. the: $800,000 for conversion into a one-purpose

hospital to test and treat sex offenders.

" Dr. Ralph Brancale, director of the center, .-

said the money would be used to add hospital-

facilities ‘and tighten security precautions. * -

McCorkle, former warden of Trenton State
Prison, said work on the conversion will begin
as soon as- children at the center dre phased
out to another institution.
e e W R
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 ton State Prison or Rahway Prison.Farm, is
= _determined by the repetitive compulsion of his

hich fes: 0
enact~

" weed out those who will benefit from hospital-
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- “The law is sound, but the lack-of a central .
hospital for the sex offenders means that those
tested at Menlo Park and deemed in need of
hospitalization are.shunted off to state menta]

- - hospitals such as Greystone and Marlboro,

 pointed out sex offenders are-still a.major -\ - Once hospitalized, the-offenders are practi- -

cally allowed to fend for themselves, establish
their own “open door” policies and in general~
become a thorn in the side of hospital adminis-
presentments

" This defeated the therapeutic réasotﬁhg be-

:-hind the secx offender law, but -the governor
“feels that will be rectified now that all persons
-charged.. with -gex crimes- will :bé. screened

Are sex offenders suffering from an illness?

According to Dr. Brancale and his associ-
ates, including psychiatric consultants to the
Department of Institutions and Agencies, that.

“Sex offenders are not suffering: from what |-
the lay person might call an illness,” Dr. |
Brancale said. “Rather, they suffer from a’
breakdown in the accepted behavior pattern. -

“This breakdown,” he declared, ‘‘may be
‘caused by many. reasons including “environ- |

At Menlo Park, staff personnel are able to

ization and be restored to a sound mind from

the recalcitrant offender —..the one who

proves resistant to handling or treatment. - |-
. o T U

The recalcitrant offender, who usially finds

his way to segregated cellblock areas ‘in Tren-

“acts and whether children are the target for |
his offenses. i - .t oo

. “Tnese are definite signs of abnormality,” |
Dr. Brancale suggested; “and give grodnds for |-
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- of supervxsed parole Wit

put away from society.” *
Of those hospitalized, what are the poten-
tial dangers to society once they are released?
Dr. Brancale said less than 10 per cent
ever repeat the sex offense for which they
were committed — “at least durmg the perlod

: * ok :* X

As Eor the "dangerous" sex offender, Dr.

Brancale asserted only “a very small percent-

age actual]y would attempt to harm a person
physically.”

“The danger of their corruptmg children,”

_he said, “‘runs about 30 per cent.”

Once a rapport is estaplished between the ,
. staff at Menlo Park and the offender, thera-
.-peutic treatment can begm and the patient

can eventualty be restored to a useful tife, Dr.
Brancale concluded.

Prosecutor Frank C. Scerbu of Morris

Oounty, who conducted a grand jury investi- -

gation into conditions at Greystone Park in
Morristown, hailed the proposed one-purpose
hospital. T
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Scerbo's investigation was touched off when
a young Wharton college coed was discovered
dead in her wrecked automobile shortly after
having a clandestine tryst with a sex offender
confined {o Greystone.

Discussing the removal of sex offenders
from mental institutions such as Greystone to

the proposed unit at Menlo Park, Scerbo said: -

“If the 1949 recommendations for such a

; ce’tlter -are reahzed the law would then be the

closest—and best—answer o the sex of-_
fender problem.

~ - “The law, as originally intended,' has never-
“ been fully implemented and it is difficult to

understand why so many years passed before

] p051t1ve actlon was taken.”

o
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‘The sex offender law, though, could be fur-
ther strengthened, according to the head of

-~ New Jersey’s largest police department.
-~ Newark Police Director Domxmck A Spma !
"~ recommends: s

e Police departments be notxfied immedi-
ateiy when a’sex offender is released from :
prison or a hospital.

“ @ Sex ‘offenders be required to register

" ‘with police departments as do narcotics ad-

dicts.
e Sex offenders be required to return to

. Menlo Park periodically for examinations.

" “I realize .the courts and the Legislature
would take issuc with me and accuse me of
placing an unwarranted stigma upon sex of-
fenders,” Spina declared, ‘“but, too often, I
feel the individual lS bemg protected at the
expense of society.”

“The Legislature’ and the courts couldn't

~ begin to understand the manpower and the
work that follows a sex crime until the of-
‘fender is apprehénded.” - :

* W

Spina said closer police supervision of
known offenders, made possible by their being
required to register, Vwould reduce the number -

" of sex crimes. " °

“I know of two murders in’ Newark and
several rapes that would have been prevented
if this requirement were made part of the
law,” he added. |

Whether or not the sex offender law will
be revised is a mool point at this time, bul
providing state funds and facilities to carry
out the law to the fullest is a definite 1966 goal
for the Hughes Admtmstratmn ‘
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